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surgents, were prolific in expressions of sympathy for Poland but did nothing to help her. Austria and Prussia, fearing the repercussions of the insurrection in their own Polish provinces, were even more reserved. At the moment of supreme trial Poland had to face Russia alone.
Early in February, 1831, Field Marshal Dibich crossed the Polish border at the head of a Russian army some 120,000 strong. Although at the beginning of the campaign the insurgent forces were only half that number, Poland's military situation was not desperate. In March, according to the Polish historian S. Askenazy, the Poles had under arms 100,000 men. Moreover, the Russian Lithuanian corps (38,000) in the expeditionary force had a large proportion of Polish officers and' privates whose loyalty to the Russian Crown was not above suspicion. The Poles, however, were handicapped by lack of artillery, arms, munitions, and experienced officers. The first encounter (battle of Stoczek, February 14, N.S.) was a victory for Poland, but it was followed by the crushing defeat of the insurgents at Grochow, near Warsaw (February 25, N.S.). Dibich, however, did not press his costly success (his losses were estimated at 10,000 men), and the fall of the Polish capital, which at the time was considered imminent, was delayed for six months. Fighting continued with intermittent success, the insurgents lending military support to anti-Russian uprisings in the provinces of Podolia, Volynia, Minsk, and Vitebsk, where Poland had many adherents among the nobility and the well-to-do classes. The peasantry remaining largely aloof, these uprisings were soon suppressed by Russian troops. Dibich's relative inaction, which brought upon him the displeasure of the emperor, had some justification in the heavy losses suffered by his army not only at the hands of the enemy, who fought with great courage, but also from epidemics. The Russian commander in chief himself died of cholera on June 10, N.S., and was replaced by Paskevich, recently recalled from the Caucasus. In the middle of July a Russian army 60,000 strong crossed the Vistula near the Prussian border and converged on Warsaw. In the meantime the Polish campaign in Lithuania had ended in a fiasco, and the position of the insurgents had become desperate. An uprising of radical elements in Warsaw (August 15, N.S.) led to the resignation of Czartoryski and the national government. Power passed to the hands of General John Krukoviecki and, three weeks later, to General Casi-mir Malachowski (September 7, N.S.). At that time the struggle was